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Project/ Title
Revitalisation of historical cultural landscape of Calvary (Kalvaria) in
Banska Stiavnica

Designers: Faculty of Architecture STU in Bratislava, Zvolen Technical
University,Trnava University and other professionals
Project dates: (start and end): 2008 - ongoing

Site (region/city or town): Banska Stiavnica city

Scale level: regional, urban, local
Local/Regional

Relationship with planning: planned/ not planned
Planned

Short Description:

Calvary (Kalvéaria) of Banska Stiavnica is the best example of the interrelation
of late baroque architecture and cultural landscape. It is situated on the
Scharffenberg hill near the town centre of Banska Stiavnica being considered
as the most important late baroque Calvary complex in Slovakia. Kalvaria is
part of the volcanic mountain range Stiavnica Mountains around the city of
Banska Stiavnica, which gives the name to the mountain range, and are located
in central Slovakia.

In July 2007 the World Monuments Fund decided that Kalvaria is among the
100 most endangered sites of cultural heritage in the world and triggered new
discussions about the future of the complex.

This project taken up how can this place of unique character be revitalized,
what can be done in order to give consideration again to the original spirit both
in use and visually.

Relationship with the city/territory:

The project area is entirely located on the territory of the municipality of
Banska Stiavnica (approximately 40 000 inhabitants). It belongs to the County
(okres) Banska Stiavnica and the Region (kraj) Banska Bystrica. The ownership
of Kalvéaria cadastral parcels is split among three different institutions. The
land in the lower part of the hill is property of the municipality of Banska
Stiavnica, land in the upper part of the hill is owned by the State enterprise
Forests of the Slovak Republic. Owner of the parcels of the chapels and the
chapels themselves is the Roman-Catholic Church.

The current town master plan passed in November 2006 replacing the previous
one from 1977. The information on the town plan underpins the importance of
Kalvaria as a valuable green space in close proximity of the city.

Interesting in the context of studies for the future of Kalvaria is especially
information on areas for development. At the foot of the hill a new development
zone has been designated. It proposes the development of new housing within
the time horizon until 2020.

Functional design and organization

The lower slopes of the hill are characterized by grassland. Some areas feature
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bs, which gradually transforms into insular and

is considered protection forest with predominant
function of soil protection (slopes which are endangered by erosion)

Due to the protection status there are no impacts and changes to be expected.
Maintenance of the forest has been disregarded in the past decades. The trees
were partially in bad condition, breaking down and dying, which in many cases
also bore a considerable safety hazard for visitors. The density of the tree
stock has been significantly increased by shrubbery and young trees
originating from airborne seed.

A special element of the woody vegetation is the two sides lime alley. It is
located on the western slope of the hill, starting from the first chapel and
leading uphill towards the Lower Church. .

Most of the existing trees are still the original ones, now around 250 years old.
New lime trees, which were planted in 1990s, are not in alignment with the
existing ones, but in a line parallel to the existing rows of trees on their
outside. The alley is incomplete now and therefore the original strong spatial
impression is partially diminished, partially lost.

One of the main elements of Kalvaria is the path system. Not only for historical
reasons — as it was the Way of the Cross, which was the original idea for the
whole complex — but also nowadays. The layout of the path together with the
surroundings mainly determines the spatial experience of the complex.

Shape characteristics

One of main revitalisation factors is alandscape scenery which is a big
potential of the complex. It is the most important factor for the impression of
Kalvaria from adistance. Several prposals have been made to maintain or
change land use in some areas.

Another important spatial element is the lime tree alley. | tis suggested to prune
the existing trees very strongly in order to activate regenerative mechamisms
of the trees. Together with this proposal also lighting conditions within lime
tree alley become more suitable for replanting the voids which should be done
with young lime trees of good quality.

The view from the distance or from ,,outside in“ is especially important.To this
aim, important viewpoints desired vistas have been defined. The forest has to
be dealt in order to emphasize the outside view of Kalvaria complex. Within the
area, the vegetation shall not be higher than 15 meters and less dense. The
average radius of these areas is about 40 metres but required dimension must
be verified on site.

Within a distance of approximately 15 metres the sector should be free of trees,
the vegetation should not exceed 1 meter in height (the eception for specimen
apllies here).

The above mentioned valuable visual relationship within Kalvaria complex
derive from its symetrical structure and are to be maintained. The measures for
thinning out a forest will also work towards a visualisation and emphasis of the
complete central axis.

Further elements such as pathways, staircases and rails should be restored or
rebuild according to historical conditions.

Specificities

The life of historical landscapes in the modern era is always under pressure
from different factors, most of them socio-economical. However these same
factors have already created the cultural landscape which is considered
historical today.
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javnica, the unique calvary complex with
hpe should be considered as an entity. It is a

its

tecture and landscape, so the preservation of its
landscape scenic values should be set as a priority in landscape planning of
future development. This vision has been adopted by owners, stakeholders and
decision makers.

The historic landscape has importance as a whole — the sum of all its parts as
well as being able to show how individual sites fit into their surroundings and
the wider landscape.

The Calvary of Banska Stiavnica is a unique landscape landmark which suffers
the problems of rejection and problems of preserving scenic beauty.

Several other calvaries in Slovakia suffer similar problems of ownership,
rejection and use, and also problems of integration into the modern landscape.
Based on dialogue between human art and nature, they need preservation
policies not only as single objects, but also in the quality of their landscape
setting.

Objectives of preserving the scenic values, the broader vistas and views
connected with everyday decision making in the field of landscape planning at
local and regional institutional level are difficult to achieve.

Innovative aspects

A detailed multidisciplinary analysis on site formed the basis for further
considerations. Not only the hill itself with its architecture, open space and
surrounding landscape have been evaluated, but also the conditions, the
framework, the opinions, concerns and the interest of the public in Banska
Stiavnica have been investigated.

Central project idea is to achieve a sustainable and feasible vision for the
Kalvaria of Banska Stiavnica. considering important factors and elements of
the open space. This is especially important, as several studies on the complex
of Kalvaria have been conducted, but none of them is considering the open
spaces.

Main Issues Involved:
Please identify the main issues that were central to this best practice?

Issue Very Quite Not very i’\rlr?t ortant
important important important at g”
The X
environment
Public
S X
participation
Safety and .
security
Gender issues X
Accessibility X
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Other issues
(please
specify)

Legal instruments

Briefly state which legal instruments, standards, guidelines etc. were relevant for

this best practice (on the national.regional or local level)

Which instruments

How were they relevant?

Slovak Act 543/2002 on
nature and landscape
protection

Belongs to landscape Protected Area Stiavnické
vrchy, represents a special soil and geological
protected area

Act 50/1976 on land-use
planning and building code

Master plan of Banské Stiavnica, a special
zone plan for Kalvaria and its surroundings

Act N0.100/2001 on the
protection and
development of Banska
Stiavnica and vicinity

The preservation of the urban space in the
historical core and the surroundings as well
as the preservation of the existing
architectural, art-historical and technical
monuments within their original natural

Edict of the Ministry of
Agriculture of Slovak
Republic No. 5/1995 —
Statute on forest
management 82 (1) d

Belongs to a protected monument zone

Institutions and actors

With reference to the institutional framework referred in the first part of the
guestionnaire , please explain, who was involved in the best practice and what

their main roles were:

Which actors

What was their role?

Calvary Fund

Association for protection and renovation
of Banska Stiavnica Calvary, main project
manager
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Association of professionals in the field of
restoration and conservation of cultural
and historical monuments
Roman Catholic Parish in Banska | Owner of the buildings and land of the
Stiavnica Calvary complex
Town of Banska Stiavnica Owner of some parts of Calvary complex
State Forest Authority Owner of a part of the property
Slovak Mining Museum Certified institution in the field of
museology and archival science
Regional Institute for Monuments Stakeholder
Administration of the Protected | Stakeholder

Faculty of Architecture STU in Bratislava,
Zvolen Technical University,Trnava
University and other professionals

Project designers

The planning process

a)Where did the idea for the project come from?

Municipality | NGO

Citizen group

Other Please

specify

X X

X World
Monuments
Fund, Baden
— Powell
Foundation

b) Did the best practice relate to an existing wider plan or strategy regarding

landscape management?

Please outline:

Yes, It is a part of a city master and zone plan as well as a part of landscape

management plan

c) Who was involved in developing the overall concept for the best

practice?

All above mentioned actors has been involved in developing the overall concept,
The project is being implemented by Calvary fund

d) Who was responsible for the detailed elaboration of landscape

management plan?
Calvary fund
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Information in local, regional and national media, public surveys and
interviews, presentations.International interdisciplinary Workshop and
international expert Colloquium “The Calvary in Banska Stiavnicaand the
Prospects of its Revitalisation”

f) How was the project implemented and by whom?

Commercial Municipality? | NGO? Citizen Other-please
contractor? groups? specify

City of Banska | Calvary Fund | Banska

Stiavnica Stiavnica 91

g) Did some kind of post- evaluation take place? If so how was this carried
out and by whom?
No information about this

h) Is there an active maintenance and management strategy?
Yes, there is an active maintenance and management strategy made by
Calvary fund (NGO) and state stakehodders

i) How was the landscape management project funded?

Several sponsors and donors - VUB financial institution, World Monuments
Fund, Ministry of Culture of Slovakia, SSE (Slovak Energy Enterprise), Combin
Company, The Headley Trust and a lot of individual physical persons

j)Planning and design costs?
For various studies and phases: cca 40 000 EUR

k)Implementation costs?
ccal 637 088 EUR

Evaluation of the effectiveness of the landscape management plan

Neither

Project 1 Strongly Agree agree Disagree S_trongly

agree nor disagree

disagree

Actors/partners

cooperated X

well

The process X

was well
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communication X
was handled
well

Everyone was
satisfied with X
the results

There were

areas where
improvements X
could have
been made

The project
was completed
on time and X
according to
budget

Any further comments or reflections

Figure 1: View on the Calvary and its surroundings
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